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“TIRANA URBAN GROWTH DURING THE LAST DECADE”

Ph.D. Cand. Arbi SHEHU'
1AL UIZNI — General Directorate, Tirana, Albania,
arbishehu@gmail.com

Abstract. After the 90s Tirana encountered a large increase of the population coming from
different towns and villages of the country. In this way the population of 150 thousand
inhabitants turned in approximately 1 million. Its major transformation has occurred in the
last decade where beside the residents, a lot of settlements and socio-economic buildings
have been constructed, bringing in this way an unplanned urban development.

To identify Tirana urban growth, in addition to terrain identification or partial urban studies
more easily we canuse satellite images provided by Google Maps, which through their
electronic archive provide us images over the years.

In this way, the paper at hand provides a visual analysis of the images over a decade, in 2002
and 2009. These images, which are within the yellow line in Tirana but also in its
surroundings, show that part so called the Tirana Metropolis.
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	The rapid development trend of cities in the World is going on, more than 50% of worlds population live in urban areas (Kabisch, Hasse 2011) with all its positive and negative implications

